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new Cline distinctions beought aboot by 
the new methods, always abetted by po 
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WHich again causes an explosion when 
still newer methods reach « given polat 
in development. 

Capitaliam in the latest made of produc 
tion ta come on the historie seene, It toe 
in doomed to destruction, and all beesume 
of an inherent weakness. That ix ita profit 
system. By this triek the owners of eup- 
ital acquire possemsion of all production 
above what le necessary to keep 
labor alive, The owners cannot 
possibly consume all of this “wur- 
plus value,” and when they look 
for markets, domestic or foreign, 
in which to dispose of this bur- 
densome accuroulation, they run 
into other capitaliste who are in 
the same predicament. In the en- 
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rable and amoral—they just keep rolling 
teng. The only thing man can do is to 
Geerve their operation and apply them to 
ms objectives; he prospers if he does, and 
Se gets into trouble when he is ignorant 
of, or deliberately ignores, the “laws of 
mature.” 

Thet is the baxie amumyption of both 
entet and philosopher. The scientist 
™ @alesfied to find the “laws” so that he 
‘am apply them to his tasks; he is inter- 
‘Red im the inflexible principles of me- 


Thus, both George and Marx made “nat- 
ural law” the starting point for their Bpec- 
ulations, though they were at opposite 
poles as to their conclusions. And now 
comes the inconsistency above mentioned. 
If the “law” is impervious to the will of 
man, it would seem that no urging on his 
part can muke it operate faster or in any 
particular direction, That is, reform is 
useless, Yet. both Marx and George were 
wtrong for reform, 
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you must put down every Socinlistic ae- 
tivity as sheer waste of effort. It cannot 
further the “law! one bit. In fact, Mars 
said that reforms which may temporarily 
better the condition of the working class, 
or any part of it, only delay the “inevi- 
tn ble’; and in this, us will be seen, fe 1s 
again inconsistent. If the followers ot 
Marx were absolutely convinced of his 
“law they would do nothing but watt, 
and that would save them and all of us a 
lot of trouble. 
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J progress 10 economics. There he 
picked up the well-known Ricardian Law 
of Rent, which runs, priefly, as follows. 
All production eonsists of the applicauion 
of human effort to raw materials. These 
raw materials come from the land. The 
amount of land is limited by nature, hence 
every increase 10 production must create 
a relative scarcity of land. Since scarcity 
it follows that every in- 
in must boost the rent 
for the use of land. 
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Only the owners of the Jand can prosper 
from the increased output; that part 
which goes to lubor, wanes, must remain 
static. Nature 50 decrees. 

George went to work on this “law.” He 
agreed that rent must rise with every in- 
crease of production, but nature did not 
decree that this increment should accrue 
to private owners. On the contrary, his 
study of the facts led him to a different 
conclusion. He, pointed out that produc- 
tion rises as men learn how to cooperate 
through specialization, competition and 
exchange. But, the necessary condition 
for such abundance is population, Detroit 
could not be Detroit without its million 
and a half population, and Capitalism 
could not have developed without a mar- 
ketplace. Where people congregate and 
eooperate there the fund of wealth grows, 
and it is on the sites they occupy and use 
that rent settles. Then he observed an- 

ther phenomenon, In those centers of 
| opulation the need for certain overall 
‘services appeared, and the need became 
greater in proportion to the size of the 
centers. A sm ‘village would find a sew- 
zo system a burden, while 2 super- 
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The institutien of private 
property mm land—the essence of which 15 
hut the collection of rent—i5 a 
It came by Way’ of con- 
quest. As Spencer put it, all title deeds 
to land are ba sed on force oF fraud. Hence 
the private appropriation of rent 15 a po 
litical scheme and is without warrant in 
nature. The scheme is kept in force only 
by support of the State, And the State ts 
made possible by its appropriation of pro- 
duction through taxation; this, George 
maintains, 15 in direct violation of ma- 
ture’s decree. In the nature of things 
man has a right to what he produces, 
every bit of it, and this right is mot inval- 
idated by the state nor is the taking sanc- 
tified by the name of taxation. 

Logically, then, the only thing man can 
do in the circumstances 1s te undo what 
he has done; he can work toward the abo- 
lition of the State through the abolition 
of taxes. He cannot bring about the 
“aw which George observed, since that 
ic of the “nature of things.” If this “law” 
has the quality of inevitability, the rent- 
fund will surely find its way into the pub- 
lic coffers and be used for social services, 
once the 
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ublicanism and, at times, a hit 
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to the other does not prove 
a babit born ol instinctive necessity, but 
~ COmSt ious effort ta find the one 
form in which his quest for hap 
» satisfied. Politics might 
be an aberration, “ mirage, and this can 
hardly form the basis for a “natural law." 
if there 15 4 “aw of social progress, 
then the only positive thing man can do 
is negative remove the man-made imped 
Taking them all together, these 
impediments #4 political, operating tn 
der the 2eg!5 of the State. LU this instr 
tution were abolished, by the simple éx- 
pedient of starving it to death, then na- 
could show her hand. Thus, if her 
dictum is that man's happiness lies in ab- 
juring private } operty, then that would 
come about and Marx will have been @ 
true prophet. if, on the other hand, she 
decrees that the rent-fund be used to dé 
fray the expenses of the community, and 
private property in labor products must 
be inviolable, then George will have 
the truth, 

Of course, there may not be any ‘mim 
table “law” governing human relations. 
in that case, even God cannot help nis 
in his search for harmony, For, int 
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